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The Covenant at a glance	  

 
!   European initiative launched by the Commission – 
DG ENERGY in 2008 to endorse and support local and 
regional authorities in the fight against climate change 
  
 

!   Based on a voluntary commitment by signatories to 
meet and exceed the EU 20% CO2 reduction objective	  



Covenant signatories	  & supporters 

3000	  
Signatories	  

143	  
suppor2ng	  
regions,	  
provinces	  

and	  
networks	  

	  
1370	  
In	  Italy	  

	  
	  



The Covenant step-by-step	  

STEP	  2:	  SUBMISSION	  OF	  
YOUR	  SUSTAINABLE	  ENERGY	  

ACTION	  PLAN	  

STEP	  3:	  SUBMISSION	  OF	  
YOUR	  IMPLEMENTATION	  

REPORT	  

Implementa*on	  of	  your	  
CO2	  reduc*on	  policies	  

and	  measures	  
	  

Monitoring	  and	  
repor*ng	  

of	  your	  progress	  
	  

STEP	  1:	  SIGNATURE	  OF	  THE	  
COVENANT	  OF	  MAYORS	  

Establishment	  of	  
your	  Covenant	  team	  

Compila*on	  of	  your	  
Baseline	  Emission	  

Inventory	  

Defini*on	  of	  your	  
long-‐term	  vision	  

Development	  of	  your	  
ac*on	  plan	  –	  in	  close	  

collabora*on	  with	  local	  
stakeholders	  &	  ci*zens	  



!   Strategic & operational document: the SEAP 
defines concrete reduction measures, together with 
time frames and assigned responsibilities, which 
translate the long-term strategy into action 

What is a Sustainable Energy Action 
Plan (SEAP)?	  

800	  SEA
Ps	  

submiSed	  

so	  far	  

 

!   Political document: it must 
be approved by the municipal 
council 

!   Strategic document, 
designed in collaboration with 
stakeholders and citizens 

 

 



A look into the SEAP assessment 
procedure 



	  
!  	  The SEAP must be approved by the municipal 

Council 
!   Clear reference to the 2020 CO2 emissions 

reduction target – of at least 20% 
!   The results of the BEI shall be provided in 3 out of 4 

key sectors: Municipal, Residential, Tertiary 
Buildings/Equipment/Facilities, and Transport 

!   The SEAP should include a set of actions covering 
at least 2 of the above-mentioned sectors of activity 

!   The SEAP template correctly filled in online via the 
Covenant website restricted area and be consistent 
with the full action plan 

	  

	  	  

Key elements of a Sustainable Energy 
Action Plan 

 

The SEAP should also cover areas such as land use planning, public procurement, working with the citizens and the stakeholders.  



Look at our online catalogue of SEAPs 
to learn from others! 

On-‐line	  catalogue	  à	  www.eumayors.eu	  	  

ü  Online platform facilitating the transfer of experience: 
highly visible & fully transparent results 

ü  Publication subject to validation by JRC: Eligibility & 
data coherence checks performed to ensure the quality 
and credibility of the Covenant 



The Covenant key figures	  

  
!  3000 local authorities more than 40 countries 
voluntary committed = 126m people affected daily (¼ of 
all Europeans) 
 
!  800 action plans received so far = reduction from 5,5 
CO2/capita to 1,6 CO2/capita 

!  Thousands new jobs created on the local level 
      
!    €1.6bn investments committed 
 
Towards lower energy bills for citizens, comfortable living 
conditions, public money effectively used...  
      



 
An unprecedented cooperation among 
various actors = a multi-faced support! 

Covenant	  
Signatories	  

COVENAN
T	  SUPPOR

TERS	  

(networks
	  of	  local	  

authori*e
s)	  

Implementa)on	  
and	  

promo)on	  Sup
port,	  

networkin
g	  

COVENANT	  OF	  MAYORS	  
OFFICE	  

Co-‐ordina)on,	  
Promo)on	  &	  Assistance	  

TERRITORIAL	  COORDINATORS	  	  
(provinces,	  regions	  and	  na*onal	  authori*es)	  Strategic	  guidance,	  financial	  &	  technical	  support	  



Covenant Helpdesk	  

!   Jointly operated by the CoMO and by the European 
Commission JRC 
 

!   Provides personal assistance, administrative and  
      technical support 
 

!   Develops in collaboration with signatories guidelines 
     & methodological support materials for: 
 

§  collecting data & elaborating a 
CO2 emission inventory 
§  developing a SEAP 
§  monitoring progress 

 Available in the library at www.eumayors.eu 



Financial support 

!  	  Intelligent Energy Europe 
(IEE)  

!   ELENA - EIB 

!   ELENA – KfW 

!   ELENA – CEB 

!   JESSICA & JASPERS 

!   European Energy  

 Efficiency Facility (EEF) 

!  Smart Cities and 
Communities initiative 

 

	  

Capacity building and 
know how 
 
Technical assistance and 
development of investment 
plans, access to loans 
 
 
Funding for  
Investments 
[concrete projects] 



	  

Financial support: the future 

!   The Multiannual Financial Framework for 2014-2020 is now 
under negotiation (until end of 2012) 

!  Budget proposal: €1,025 billion 

!   Key principles: 

!    Delivering the objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy 

!    Mainstreaming environment and climate across EU policies 
 funding instruments 

!   Structural Funds: €376 billion > ERDF: 20% earmarked for 
energy efficiency and renewables  

!   LIFE+ programme: €3.2 billion 

!   “Connecting Europe Facility”: € 40 billion  

!  The Intelligent Energy Europe – programme is not among the 
funding instruments   



	  

Covenant: current challenges 

!   Methodological framework still under development: 
monitoring concept 

!   Better show the achievements and potential of the 
Covenant: CO2 reduction, energy savings but also 
economic information (jobs created, investments carried 
out) 

!   Opening of the COMO East office for the Eastern 
Partnership countries 

!   Possible extension to Balkans and the Mediterranian 

!   Using this exceptional multilevel governance model 
for further policy areas 



!   When? 29 November 2011 
!   Where? European Parliament, Brussels 
!   3 Reasons to join: 

!   Receive continued support from the EU institutions 
!   Share experience with other local authorities and get 

 inspired 
!   Send a hopeful message for Durban, COP 17: local 

 governments are committed and act! 
 

Covenant ceremony – join us	  



 

!  The Covenant of Mayors is not “just another campaign” 
but a serious commitment by local authorities with reliable 
and quantifiable contributions to the EU 3x20 targets.  
!  The Covenant Signatories can benefit from an extensive 
support and networking opportunities provided by the 
Covenant of Mayors Office, Joint Research Centre, 
institutions and other involved actors.  

!   The more local authorities join the movement, the better 
chances they have to obtain financial, legislative and other 
support from the institutions at regional, national and 
European level.  

Conclusions – Why participate?	  



pirita.lindholm@eumayors.eu 
 

Questions: 
info@eumayors.eu	  

	   
Further information: 

www.eumayors.eu	  
	  

 Available in all the official EU languages 	  
 

Thank	  you	  for	  your	  aAen)on!	  


